
SUBJECT: Russian Arme Srlec to lran (f - INFORMADOTf

pro ,TiJ? [rH-Y#11*m"Jaonedfor main itcms on the list were:

:: one KILO submarinc

Fighting Vehicles (tFVs)

\

rcLlCY

MET,TORANUA{ FIOR SECRETARY OF
DEPUTY SECRET.AR

TITROUGH: LTNDER OF

PROM: PRIIIICIPAI DEPLJTY

undersecretrry Davis met with vice president Gore on Monday to
obtein hie guidance on whether this dieclosure satisfied yeltsin,e
commitment to the President. I presented the results of an osD/JCs
analysir which concludcd that the wcapons to be transferred would not
be dectabilizing to the military balance in the region:

-- tthilc the additional KILO submarine (bringing the total to
tucc) will add to the challengc we face in the Gul{, it would be a
manageablc challenge.

-- Thc rrmor will incrcase lran'r capability meaaurrbly -- if all
delivcries takc place. But lran will face difhculty paying, especially if
they carry through with the t8 billion purchase of light water reactors.
In any event, Iraq will likely maintain a quantitative armor sdvantage
even after the deliveries.

Moet of thc IFVg and tanks are in the form of kits.
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The Vice President accepted the recomrnendation of the
interagency gtroup thEt an exchange of letters be negotiated which
would remove these arms cales as a barrier to Ruesia's participation in
the follow-on CoCoM regime. fu open issue was whether to insist on a
deadline for completing the deliveries. The Vice President directed that
Under Secretary Davis attempt to obtrin a deadline, but not allow this to
stand in the way of complcting tho exchange of letters.

We have a yery large agenda with the Russians: BMD
demarcation, CFE, ohemical and biological weapons, Chechnya, Baltic
housing, Iranian LWRI, CTR implementation, etc. In almost evcry case

we have little to offer the Russians, other than continuation of our
existing policies and p,rograms. Our diplomatic challenges will remain

significant, even if this issue is now quickly resolved.
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